A new species of the genus Hedychium from the Indian state of Nagaland, Hedychium chingmeianum N.Odyuo & D.K.Roy is described and illustrated. Relationships with other related species are also discussed, and notes on habitat, distribution and conservation status are provided.
Introduction
The genus Hedychium was established by Koenig (1783) with inclusion of H. coronarium J.Koenig, based on Rumphius's (1747) illustration. Hedychium includes about 80 species with the highest species diversity in the eastern Himalaya region to South China and Southeast Asia. In India, it comprises about 44 taxa, mostly restricted to north eastern India (Jain and Prakash 1995; Sanoj and Sabu 2011; Sanoj et al. 2013) .
During fieldwork in the month of November 2015 in the Tuensang district of Nagaland state, North East India, some individuals of ginger were encountered in Chingmei village near Barhong forest reserve. The plant was found growing as an epiphyte in a semi-evergreen forest. Examination of the collected specimens and literature, indicate that it is morphologically distinct when compared against all known species of Hedychium (Baker 1890 (Baker -1892 Ridley 1898; Larsen 1965; Rao and Verma 1972; Jain and Prakash 1995; Wu and Larsen 2000; Chaturvedi and Moaakum 2008; Wongsuwan 2008; Wongsuwan 2009, 2011; Wongsuwan and Picheansoonthon 2011; Sanoj and Sabu 2011; Sanoj et al. 2013 ) and belongs to the group that possess a short anther and deeply cleft labellum. Therefore, the specimen is here described as a new species. Flowering: October-November.
Taxonomic treatment
Fruiting: Ripe fruits in March-April.
Etymology:
The new species is named after the place of occurrence Chingmei village in Tsuengsang district of Nagaland, India.
Habitat: This new species grows as a lithophyte on rocks, or as an epiphyte on trunks of trees in the semievergreen forest, at alt. 1500-1600 m.
Distribution: Known only from the type location.
Conservation status:
The initial field assessment at the type location found that the new taxon was rare with a limited population size. Therefore, to determine the IUCN conservation status we recommend further surveys should be carried-out across the Tsuengsang district of Nagaland. At present, the status is considered data deficient. obtuse-rounded apex, glabrous leaf blade and midrib on both surfaces with purplish leaf margin throughout, spathulate, entirely glabrous dorsal corolla lobe with purplish tinge at apex, ovate labellum, linear-oblanceolate lateral staminodes with yellow basal half and white apical half and truncate tip. The major differences between these four taxa are presented in Table 1 . 
